Saline Lake Game and Fish Preserve Commission

P. O. Box 847, Winnfield, LA 71483

Meeting Date: February 22, 2024
Time: 4:00 PM

Location: Saline Lake Fire Station, Collins Camp Road, Winnfield, LA 71483

________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES
 Call to Order – G. Jones 
 Invocation and Pledge – Wayne Smith
Adopt / Amend Agenda – Motion and second to adopt the agenda, WS, NV Passed
Adopt previous Meeting Minutes – Motion and second, passed; GB-WS, Passed
Introduction of Police Jury Members Present:  Stanley Garrett, Darryl Franks, 
Introduction of Wildlife and Fisheries Representatives – WS-Cain Finkbinder
Commissioner Reports –
· FINANCIALS – Bank balance -- $16,214.56   CD -- $11,130   Nathan Vercher – JA-NV
· LAWLF Interface – J. Atherton (see attached)

· LADOTD Dam Inspection / Level Gauge – J. Atherton (see attached)

· Corp of Engineers Vicksburg – J. Atherton (see attached)

· Duck Blind Permitting – W. Smith, see attached.
Commissioner’s Report (Atherton) - WLF Interface - Spraying / Drawdowns / Tree Cutting
JA 2/22/24Updated
· LAWLF Interface:

· Short Term Spraying

· Current Salvinia Evaluation by WLF:

· Winter 2023 affect

· Salvinia coverage - problem areas

· New Cypress Tree Growth –  Buck Brush Growth: Lews point, North of dam
· Dam buoys opened 2/12/24 to allow large buildup of Salvinia to go over dam

· The boom at the pipeline was found open in January and was closed

· Last year’s severe winter and extreme drought and heat killed a lot of the salvinia

· Money in budget for spraying this year not a problem

· They will try to use more methods for spraying this year besides boats (marsh masters, UTV’s)

· Discussed the beatles and adding more booms with members of the public in attendance

 

· Long Range Tree Cutting 
· Bo Pepper – 8/18/22 Area surveyed between Mulligan Inn to Coupe Point with WLF.  WLF to update bid status.  No change.
· LADOTD Dam Inspection / Level Gauge– J. Atherton

· Gauge for dam – installation by United States Geological Survey (USGS) via LA Watershed Initiative has not been accepted per USGS in Baton Rouge.  USGS to email update to the SLGFP.
· Pipeline Repair

· Meeting held between WLF, SLGFP and Kinder Morgan on 2/1/24 concerning replacing a section of pipeline 100-2 during the next drawdown.

· No conclusion on drawdown date – SLGFP requested information from Kinder Morgan concerning Tennessee LSG Line #5 in the pipeline repair area - on the Enlink pipeline - the Gulf States Index 129 pipeline - the Gulf South Index 370 pipeline.
· Louisiana Auditors

· Saline Lake Game and Fish Preserve Commission received an email to submit the report for 2023.  It was addressed to “Winn Parish Game and Fish Reserve – Saline Lake (3560-GF) which is not the legal name established by the State Legislature in HB127, ACT 105.  Louisiana Auditors called and sent email requesting change of name in their records. 

· Corp of Engineers Vicksburg

· No Corp of Engineering requests for 2024 known by Commission.
· Resignation

· Jimmy Atherton will submit his resignation from the Saline Lake Game and Fish Preserve Commission to the Natchitoches Parish Government effective 2/23/24.
Commissioner’s Report (W. Smith) – 2/22/24 

· Duck Blind Permitting

· 2024-25 Permits available 8/1/24-10/31/24
· Rules – no changes since last update
· Copy of rules with every permit

· Deposits for 2023 – 24 season: $2,250 (90 Blinds) (Included in NV report
No major issues
  Old Business
New Business
Public Comments: Questions about the beatles and adding booms were asked from LDWF representative .
Adjournment: WS JA
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